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PERENNIAL SOLUTIONS

Begon

By Paul Pilen

1a

THIS COLD-HARDY BEGONIA'S EYE-CATCHING
FOLIAGE AND STRONG GARDEN PERFORMANCE ARE
PERFECT FOR SHADY LANDSCAPES.

The foliage of ‘Garden Angel Blush’ features a violet blush color with coal-black
veins, (Photos: Yerva Nova Nurseries)

ost growers, land-

scapers and home-

OWIErs are very

familiar with bego-

nias that are com-
T”‘J”I}" Uw1 a8 ]_lﬂ](]i”g [Tlﬂ"r‘_\'. IT“I‘.r'
estingly, there are approximately 900
N[Tﬂif\\ U‘r ITE'.gl m iﬂ Fi“ln[.l [I1TLIIIg}ll it
the world; of these. two species are
perennials in pares of the United
Statcs. Many landscapers and gar-
deners are surprised to learn some
begonias are winter hardy and can be
effectively used as perennials in some
parts of the country.

In recent vears, Terra Nova Nurs-
crics Inc. has been breeding and
intreducing cold-hardy begonias to
the industry. Regonia 'Garden Angel
Blush’ is one of its recent decorative
and l.[i]l]-}'lﬂr(l}' h'.guni'd introduc-
Onece  established, “Garden
Angel Blush’ can wlerare tempera-
tures as low as 38° F without experi-
encing cold injury.

‘Garden Angel Blush® produces
attractive pewter-silver palmate leaves
that somewhar resemble the leaves of
a Japanese maple. The folizpe con-
rains a violer blush with coal-black
veins, ‘Garden Angel Blush' is best
classified as a shrub E)rg[miu as it husa
mounding upright habit reaching 22
inches high with an 18-inch :ipn-.:-r(],
which produces small single pink

Him‘{‘.ﬂi m l]'l(‘. ]'d“f: SUTTIITIET. Tl]ey

tions,

prefer to be grown in moist, well-
drained soils in locations with par
tial to full shade throughour USDA
[Nardiness Zones 7 to 11. Applying a

‘Garden
Angel Blush’

winter mulch will increase the surviv-
abiliry in borderline areas.

The eye-catching foliage mixes
well with hostas, ferns and other
shade perennials. In additon w its
wva !”a A5 d IaTH]S['.HlTE P(’.T{‘”” iﬂ I, i]Hr{Iy
begonias perform very well and can
be marketed in containers. Wich the
disease problems impariens have had
OVET r}l&'. IHHT' r(*.w Yl‘:-lrs; rh'll.'; |1i|r(]}'
begonia would be an excellent and
long-term alternative. With its eye-
carching foliage and strong garden
performance, begonia ‘Garden Angel
Blush’ makes 2 valuable concriburion
to shady landscapes.

Propagation

Begonia ‘Garden Angel Blush’ is
a patenced variery and currently is
only propagated by means of tssue
culture, Since 2 plant patent is being
soughe (PPAF - Plant Patent Applied
For), unlicensed propagation uf this

culeivar is currently prohibiced.

Production

Hardy begonia are suitable for
producton in l-quart w I-gallon
conminers. Avoid planting them oo
deeply; it is best to plant evenly wich
the soil Tine in which Illt‘.}’ were previ-
ously produced, They perform bestina
growing mix with gnu(] water hn]ding
characteristics and adequate drainage.
Regonin require average 1o slightly
belcw average amounts of irrigadon.
When irrigation is necessary, water
them thoroughly then allow the soil to
dry moderately betwzen irrigations. If

WWW.GPNHAG.COM | 31



CULTURE CONNECTION
PERENNIAL SOLUTIONS 10

possible, avoid overhead irrigation or extended periods of free  fertilizers should eicher feed with 2 constan liquid ferril-
moisture on leaf surfaces, or leaf disorders may result. ization program using rates of 100- to 125-ppm nitropen

Mainzain the growing mix throughour the production  with every irrigation, or apply 25U-ppm nitrogen as needed.
cycle with a plI berween G.0 and 6.5. Begonias require  Controlled-release fertilizers can also be incorperated into

moderate amounts of nutrients. Growers using watersoluble the growing mix prior to planting, using the medium

Svecess.

This begoniz reaches 22 inches bigh
with an 18-inch spread.

My membership in
AmericanHort is a valuable
business investment. The
information, the netwaorking,
the collaboration, the
industry advocacy efforts...
everything the association
does helps my business

and the entire horticulture

Small single pink flowers bloom in
the late summer.

iIndustry succeed.

Dave Dickman
Dickman Farms
Aubum, New York

Horal « (GardenRetall « (Greenhouse o IndustrySuppliers «  IntedorPlantscape & landscape  #  Landscaps Distribution ¢ Mursery

AmericanHort is your success.
Find yours at AmericanHort.org.
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recommended rate or the equivalent
of providing approximately 0.8 to
1.0 pounds of elemental nitrogen
per yard qumwing mix.

Although they can tolerate lower
temperatures once they are estab-
lished, it is necessary to provide tem-
peratures of at least 55° I o maintain
active growth. Oprimal development
occurs with temperatures between 64
and 74° B Avoid temperatures helow
38° F or cold injury may result.

Plint sive can often be maintained
by keeping the plants slightly dry
once they are esablished, avoiding
over-fertilization and providing ade-
quate spacing berween the plines,
If heighr control or toning is neces-
sary; spray applications of 2,500 to
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3,00U-ppm daminozide (B-Nine or Dazide) can be
applied at seven- o 10-day intervals just as the plant
canopy is beginning to enclose. One or two applica-

tions should suffice.

Insects and Diseases

There are only a few problems asso-
ciated with insect feeding or plant
pathogens prowers may observe during
production. The primary insect pests of
hardy begonia are aphids, mealybugs,
slugs, spider mites and whireflies, These
pests can be detected with routine crop
monitoring, Growers may also ohserve
Botrytis, crown/roor rots, powdery
mildew and Kanthomonas leal spots
on occasion. For the most parr, these
pathogens do not require prevenmtive
straregies and can be managed upon
early detection.

Xanthomonas leaf spots are often mis-
diagnosed on hardy begonia. Initially;
the leaf spots are small and transparent.
As the infection progresses, the leaf
-'5Pl.|'-‘i &:ﬂ]'drgf'. 'dl'lil rumn IITE".IhF,I' lﬂl]ﬂ'ing d
blotched appearance. Spots and blotches
'"la)r l" wshﬂl"‘l], l‘l’. [1!Tlﬁ"ﬂ1 ]‘JETW&'.H‘I
the veins or appear round and purple.
&ll Tl"l'iil] IPAF .‘ipi_ll‘t«' OWCECLIT TTMOST 4T
monly when the foliage remains wet for
long durations. To minimize the occur-
rence of Xanthomonas, avoid overhead
irrigation during times when the foliage
will not dry quickly after applicarion;
using drip irrigation or sub-irrigation sys-
tems to irrigare hardy begonia will gready
reduce the occurrence and spreading of
bacterial Teaf spors,

Temperature and

Scheduling

Although begonia ‘Garden Angel
Blll-‘ih' are [IHY-'T"‘[“THI pl:—!nf.‘-' 3"‘1 (1” not
require vernalization for tlowering, they
are typically markensd ay foliage peren-
nials. The main factor influencing the
production timing is temperature. As
mentioned above, production rempera-
tures should be above 55° T to keep the
plants actively growing. The optimal
temperature range is between G4 and
74° F. Ar these temperatures, it will tike
approximately five weeks to fill out 2
l-qquart pur or r.igin weeks for | Mlon
containers. Growing them with cocler
temperatures significantly increases the
production timing,

Availability
Begonia 'Garden Angel Blush® is

Paul Pilon is a horticultural consultant, owner
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broughe w the indostry by Terra Nova Nurseries  of Perennial Solutions Consulting (www.
Inc. (wwwiterranovanurseries.com). Liners are cur-  perennialselutions.com) and author of Perennial

Solutions: A Grower's Guide to Perennial
Production. He can be reached at 616.366.8588
or paul@perennialsolutions.com.
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THIS IS
B [[[
HE'S A COMMERCIAL GROWER

High Tunnels Shade Systems
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This is Bill, he's a commercial grower. Over the years
Foly-Tex has helpad him expand his business as he expanded
his greenhouse range. From our cuslomer-centric sales lorce
fa our responsive tach support taam, we've helpad him devalop
solutions to cut back on his overhead and ease him through the
growing pains that took his business from & start-up ic a success.

When you succeed, so do we-sp we're here 1o help. We listen
fo you because your challenges help us Innovate. Your needs
help us understand how the indusiry is evolving and what it's
going to need next. Our business is helping you grow. What can
we do for you?

Displays Redall Greanhouses

Hobby Greenhouses
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