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Rodgersias thrive in moist soil, This one is particularly happy ina
partially shaded, damp spot in the garden.

Toma Movalurserias

R. podophyia Braunlaub’

continued from page Is

In Joaking at the fAowers of rodgersia, it is
easy to see their milarity to those of axtilhe

and goatsbeard (Arun two other mem-
hers of the saxifrage family. The Bowers of
R. aesculijfolia. R. podophylla, and R. sambu-
cifotia—all white Sowering—resemble those
of their popular relatives due to their Light,
giry, triangular-shaped panicles, R, aescu-
lifolia war. henrici exhibits thicker, sturdier
flower stems, with multiple flower clusters
arranged in tiers. The flowers of the henried
form are often pink, as are those of R. pin-
nata. The color comes from the sepals and
stamens; the Bowers don't have actual petals.
The seed pods may also develop pink, coral
or red coloration.

Cultivars

Whike all rodgersis species are ornamen-
tal in thelr own right, hybeids can offer even
more artamental qualities. All of the species
cross meadily with ome amother, making Uais
genus a plant beeedees delight. Many cul-
tivars are hiybrids or variants of R pinnara,
which breaders utilize to impart deeper pink
culor to the flowers and bronze tints to the
foliage. While spme varieties emerge bronze
in spring, they may fade o green during mid-
summer, Breeders are working to achicve
longer-lasting bronze foliage color, along with
showy pink flowers, ‘Bronze Pescock,” ‘Candy
Clouds," and “‘Chocalate Wings' are excellent
examples of this color combination.

continmed on page 20
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the rodgersias, reaching sbout two feet, mak-
ing it a good candidate for smaller gardens,
B. aesculifolia and its variety henrici make
imposing specimens that may reach six feet
tall under ideal conditions. They can be used
in more formal settings, inthe way one would
use statuary, or can provide interest as
tuntion marks among the many other, per-
haps less dramatic, planrs.

Companions should be selected based on
similor moisture and light prefe erences .!.T.nﬂ
coald include cardinal
floawer (Trofifsh, meadow (Filipendela),
meadow mue (Thalfctrend), Hgularia, camas-
sia, Japanese primro wval and einnamon
ferns, large hostas i
astilbe m-:lgnwtﬂh'
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