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hot new plants for 2008

Blue-Mist Spirea ‘Petit Bleu’

Size: 12 to 14 inches high; 8 inches wide.
Hardiness: Annual.

Growing tip: Full sun; well-drained soil;
regular, consistent watering.

Pretty pairings: Looks terrific with other
sun-loving annuals, including petunias
and zinnias.

Viola ‘Skippy XL

Plum-Gold’ (pictured on p. 27)
All-America Selections Winner for 2008
Botanical name: Viola cornuta ‘Skippy XL
Plum-Gold'

What's new: Blooms prolifically.

Size: 6 inches high; 8 inches wide.
Hardiness: Cool-season annual.
Growing tip: Prospers in fertile, moist,
well-drained soil.

Pretty pairings: Other small-flowering vi-
olas make charming partners; try yellow-
or orange-hued ones.

Cranesbill Geranium

‘Rozanne’ (pictured on p. 27)
2008 Perennial Plant of the Year
Botanical name: Geranium himalayense
x G. wallichianum ‘Buxton’s Variety’
What's new: Truly blooms all summer long.
Size: 18 to 24 inches high; 24 to 28 inch-
es wide.
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Hardiness: Zones 5 to 8.

Growing tip: Full sun is best; can get leg-
gy in less light.

Pretty pairings: Very versatile! Lovely
with a white rose like ‘Iceberg’ or yel-
low, such as ‘Golden Celebration’ or
‘Graham Thomas.” Enchanting with
pink flowers, including pink phlox or
coneflower,

Blue-Mist Spirea
‘Petit Bleu’

Botanical name: Caryopteris x clando-
nensis ‘Minibleu’

What's new: Outstanding, vivid flower
color; smaller plant size.

Size: 24 to 30 inches high and wide.
Hardiness: Zones 5 to 9.

Growing tip: A sunny spot with average,
well-drained soil suits this plant just fine.
Pretty pairings: Because it blooms in
late summer and fall, juxtapose the dark-
blue flowers with some of autumn’s best
yellows, oranges and reds—dahlia, for in-
stance, or perennial aster.

Cape Daisy ‘Asti White'
All-America Selections Winner for 2008
Botanical name: Osteospermum ecklonis
‘Asti White'

Ground Cover. Rose. PinkSlipreme’

Alum Root ‘Geargia Peach’

What's new: Bright-white blooms; may be
grown from seed. Flowers remain open
even on overcast days.

Size: 17 to 20 inches high and wide.
Hardiness: Annual.

Growing tip: Thanks to its tidy, compact
growth habit, ‘Asti White’ is a nice
choice for pots or window boxes in any
sunny spot.

Pretty pairings: Blue-flowering com-
panions—such as trailing blue lobelia or
Felicia daisies—will pick up on the blue
centers of these bright-white daisies. Per-
fect for containers, too!

Flower Carpet
Ground Cover Rose
‘Pink Supreme’

Botanical name: Rosa ‘Pink Supreme’
What'’s new: Vivid color, disease resistance
and long bloom period—up to 10 months
in mild climates!

Size: 24 inches high; 36 inches wide.
Hardiness: Zones 4 to 10.

Growing tip: Fertile soil and consistent
watering lead to the best blooms.

Pretty pairings: Gorgeous at the base of
taller shrubs, including other roses. Low-
er-growing lavender or veronica will min-
gle well with 'Pink Supreme.’
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W Zinnia-‘White Wedding’

Zinnia ‘White Wedding'
Botanical name: Zinnia elegans ‘White
Wedding'

What's new: High-quality, pure-white flow-
ers; large and plush, they really stand out.
Size: 12 to 16 inches high; 10 inches wide.
Hardiness: Annual.

Growing tip: Grow in full sun in well-
drained ground; zinnias do not like to be
waterlogged. Plants will be bushier if
pinched back a bit in early summer.
Pretty pairings: Is gorgeous with other zin-
nias, particularly red, orange or bicolor
varieties—in the garden or a vase. Or try it
with blue- or purple-hued annuals, such as
flowering tobacco plant.

Coreopsis ‘Full Moon'
Botanical name: Coreopsis verticillata
‘Full Moon'’

What's new: An improved ‘Moonbeam,’
with canary-yellow color and larger, 3-
inch blooms.

www.BackyardLivingmagazine.com

Size: 24 to 30 inches high and wide.
Hardiness: Zones 5 to 9.

Growing tip: Full sun and well-drained
soil will bring out the best in this eager
bloomer.

Pretty pairings: Is lovely in the company
of any blue-hued perennial—veronica and
lavender, especially.

Stokes’ Aster ‘Purple Pixie’
(pictured on p. 28)

Botanical name: Stokesia laevis ‘Purple
Pixie’

What's new: First dwarf Stokes’ aster!
Size: 12 to 14 inches high; 9 inches wide.
Hardiness: Zones 5 to 9.

Growing tip: Full sun is a must. Avoid fer-
tilizing, which could lead to floppy
growth.

Pretty pairings: Lamb’s ears or brunnera
both make agreeable partners because
neither is so big as to overwhelm ‘Purple
Pixie." Plus, their foliage forms a handsome
backdrop.

Alum Root ‘Georgia
Peach’ (pictured on p. 28)

Botanical name: Heuchera villosa ‘Geor-
gia Peach’

What's new: Distinctive, showy foliage col-
or; large leaf size adds to the impact. Tol-
erates summer humidity.

Size: 24 inches high; 14 inches wide,
Hardiness: Zones 4 to 9.

Growing tip: Fertile, well-drained soil |

brings out the best in this beauty.

Pretty pairings: Dramatic paired with
lungwort. Try ‘Raspberry Splash’ or ‘Mrs.
Moon.” &

|

Make Your Yard
Come

i) i R/ =2 ]
[ .11 vV % &

Plant flowers for
birds and butterflies.
Here’s how:

The editors of our sister magazine
Birds & Blooms bring you a special
keepsake edition, Gardening for
Birds & Butterflies, guaranteed to
bring more of these colorful fliers
to your yard. This 144-page book
shows you how to create a lively,
beautiful landscape with:

» Over 90 plants birds and
butterflies can't resist

» Readers’ success stories

* A special hummingbird
section chock-full of tips

» Plant shopping lists to make
it quick and easy

» Plus, a mini field guide of
bird and butterfly favorites.

Look for it February 26 wherever
books and magazines are sold.
Or, order a copy for $§9.99 at
www. CountryStoreCatalog.com or
1-800/558-1013. Ask for item
36683 and mention Suite 9667S.
Standard shipping fees apply.
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