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A collection o g plants for 2007,
from new to tried . See what
designers angddi d gardeners alike
are really excite his year




ANNUALS

[1] Acalypha ‘Bourbon Street’ A tropical foli-
age plant variegated with green and orange.
Not only hot looking but stands up to the
heat (part of the Athens Select™ program).
[2] cleome From Proven Winners come
several new compact, floriferous variet-
ies of spider flower—Senorita Rosalita™
with dark foliage and dark purplish pink
flowers, and the Spirit™ series, which in-
‘tludes Appleblossom, Frost and Violeta.
'[3] Gerbera Giant Spinners” Bodger Botani-
‘cals brings us this eye-popping, super-sized
gerbera daisy, with huge, double, bicolored
(flowers that sparkle in pink/white, red/
‘white or yellow/orange, 6 to 8 inches across.
i[4] Impatiens VIVA! SunPatiens” Impatiens for
the sun? You betcha. From Sakata Seed, this
new line of busy lizzies tolerates sun, heat
and humidity, passing muster at the Univer-
Sity of Georgia trial gardens. Introduced by
Floragem, they received the 2006 Home De-
pot Merchandising Innovation Award.

{5] Iresine ‘Blazin’ Rose’ A foliage annual
from Ball Seed with glowing fuchsia-pink
and green leaves on 2- to 3-foot hot-pink
stems. Stunning in the garden but also a
great companion plant in a container.

IE] Osteospermum Kenai™ Grande Pineapple
Taller than many African daisies, this intro-
duction from Selecta First Class has luscious
ereamy yellow flowers with a purple eye on
upright mounding plants. Other mouth-
watering names in the series are Pineapple
Blush, Honeydew and Orange Dream.

[7] sanvitalia procumbens A charming little
annual with miniature yellow daisy flow-
grs,small leaves and reddish stems. Formsa
mound at the front of the border or cascades
ver the edge of a pot. Flowers of the species
have a brown eye; cultivars like ‘Irish Eyes’
i&nd ‘Orange Sprite’ have a green eye,

[B] Verbena x hybrida Escapade” Bright Eye
Large clusters of starry, soft pink flowers
dotted with bright fuchsia eyes.

8] viola ‘Skippy XL Red-Gold’ The first Viola
tornuta to win an AAS (All-America Selec-

tions) award after being tested
in Canada and the United States,
including the South. Whiskered
yellow faces are surrounded by
ruby red with hints of violet.
[10] Viola Sorbet™ Antique Shades
Pansies have become standard cool-season
plants for much of the country. But violas,
with their neat mounds of small foliage
and quarter-size blooms tuck naturally into
perennial beds, and can be more reliable
bloemers and more robust plants for many
areas. The Sorbet™ series has lots of choices;
Antique Shades (shown) is coppery purple.
[11] Zinnia ‘Zowie! Yellow Flame’ A fiery com-
bination of scarlet rose centers and yellow
petal tips. This snazzy, medium-size zinnia
is easy to grow from seed, blooms all season
and is a long-lasting cut flower. X

PERENNIALS

[12]
bird lovers, try ‘Ava’, the top-sell-
ing plant for High Country Gar-
dens in New Mexico, introduced
in 2005. Huge spikes of dark rose
flowers and raspberry calyxes.
Just out of the gate is humming-
bird mint ‘Orange Flare’ with full
heads of flaming-orange flowers.
[13] Coreopsis Two new coreopsis from Terra
Nova show the increasing range of possibili-
ties in this native genus. ‘Pinwheel (shown)
has tubular petals of butter yellow and deli-
cate bluish green foliage. ‘Snowberry' shines
with white petals and raspberry centers.
[14] Echinacea The magic continues with
purple coneflower introductions. ‘Green
Eves’ has green centers on its young cones.
‘Merlot’ (shown) has large flowers on near-
ly-black stems. ‘Raspberry Tart’ has numer-
ous, smaller, shuttlecock-shaped flowers.
[15] Helenium 'Mardi Gras' Drought tolerant
and long blooming, the native genus Hele-
nium (with the unfortunate common name
of sneezeweed) should find wider use. ‘Mar
di Gras' from Blooms of Bressingham has a

Agastache For humming-
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Hot-pink iresine to make pots pop,
giant double-flowered gerbera daisies,
impatiens for sun, green-eyed echinacea,
a coreopsis that’s totally tubular




Bold, architectural state-

ments in the garden,

agaves are also water-wise,
r though they're not just
for desert locations. Use
them singly as an exclama-
tion point, en masse or in
containers. The number of
good choices is mind-bog-
d gling, with plenty of options
even for Zone 7 or colder,
[16] Agave toumeyana var.
bella A new dwarf agave, 4
inches across and 5 inches
B tall, from High Country Gar-
' dens in New Mexico.
Narrow leaves are

awesome agaves

thinly edged in white and
sport curly white threads.
[17] Agave virginica‘Spot’ A
purple-spotted selection of
the native rattlesnake aloe
with 16-inch leaves and

4- to 6-foot-tall stalks of
fragrant flowers in summer.
[18] Agave gentryi‘laws'
Yucca Do Nursery in Texas
brings us this startling cen-
tury plant, with 2-foot-long,
ultra-toothy leaves, like

the jaws of a shark. Peter
Benchley would be proud.
[19] Agave stricta SOME-
times called hedgehog
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agave for its pencil-thin
leaves. Farms a tight meat-
ball sphere 2 feet across.
Strange green and purple
spidery flowers bloom on a
6-foot spike in late summer,
[20] Agave parryi Parry's
agave is a Southwest na-
tive with lots of forms and
cultivars. The new ‘Cream
Spike' offered by Plant
Delights makes a 1-foot-
wide clump of blue leaves
with cream borders. The
Flagstaff form from High
Country Gardens is hardy to
a bone-chilling Zone 4.

frill of tie-dyed petals in orange and
yellow around a bulbous brown cone.
[21] Hemerocallis 2007 All-American
Daylilies winner Lavender Vista™
has green-eyed, clear lavender flow-
d ers 5 to 6 inches across, hovering on
2-foot scapes above vigorous foliage.
j More shade tolerant than most day-
lilies. ‘Ed Brown'—ice pink with ruf-
fled gold edges—is the 2006 winner
of the coveted Stout Silver Medal.
[22] Heuchera The wealth of great
heucheras is truly overwhelming.
From Terra Nova (a cornucopia of
t this genus) comes ‘Rave On', a super-
heavy bloomer with magses of dark
pink flowers over silvery leaves.

[23] Hibiscus ‘Cinnamon Grappa' One of
the Cordial series from Yoder Brothers
(which also includes ‘Cherry Brandy’,
‘Brandy Punch’ and ‘Peppermint Schnapps’).
Flowerts are 8 to ro inches across, on compact
plants 3 to 4 feet tall and 2 feet wide. 'Cin-
namon Grappa’ has ruby-red flowers and
bronzy leaves. With the native H. moscheutos
in its parentage, it can also take the heat.
[24] Hibiscus acetosella ‘Haight Ashbury’ Psy-
chedelic! A Proven Winners introductiomn,
this herbaceous hibiscus is similar to ‘Ma-
ple Sugar’, with maple-leaf-shaped foliage,
dark stems and reddish purple flowers, but
with wild splashes of cream, pink and bur-
gundy on the leaves. Hardy to Zone 8.

[25] ftochroma cyaneum This choice, tender
(Zones g-11), shrubby perennial from South
America can reach 4 to 8 feet tall. Numer-
ous clusters of 2-inch, tubular, rich purple
flowers bloom throughout the summer.

[26] Kniphofia northiag, Known as the gi-
ant poker. Agave-like foliage matures to a

6-foot-wide clump of gray-green leaves 6 |

d

inches wide, sporting 3-foot, sturdy spikes i
of pinkish red flowers maturing to yellow 1
beginning in late spring. Brought to us
from South Africa by Tony Avent of Plant (

Delights Nursery in North Carolina.

[27] Penstemon Phoenix™ Red Glorious up- |

right spikes of large, tubular, vivid red flow-
ers with white throats. Other colors in the
Phoenix™ series from Fischer USA are Ap-
pleblossom, Magenta, Pink and Violet.

[28] Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’ A fleece-
flower with bright crimson fingers of flow-
ers hovering over clumps of dark green
leaves. Blooms profusely from early sum-
mer into fall. From Blooms of Bressingham.
[298] Saruma henryiA collector’s plant forthe
shade garden. This relative of wild ginger
(asarum) makes a 2-foot-tall clump of soft
heart-shaped leaves topped in spring and
summer by butter-yellow flowers.

[30] Scabiosa caucasica ‘Ultra Violet' Scabiosa
has been one of the great perennial genera
to come on the market, known for its long
bloom period, producing kinetic heads of
pincushion flowers. Most are pastel pink




4 blue, but ‘Ultra Violet’ brings us a
ich more intense color option—electric
ge-purple blooms on 2-foot stalks.

81] Zantedeschia ‘Edge of Night' ATl elegant
8w calla lily. Purplish black flowers are
triking against green, silver-flecked leaves
Bith dark edges. Hardy in Zones 8 1o 10.

RASSY PLANTS

2] Baumea rubiginosa ‘Variegata' A well-be-
faved alternative to horsetails for water gar-
Bns and damp sites, this sedge relative (also
pld under the genus machaerina) has 1- to
Moot upright green quills striped length-
yise with yellow. Hardy in Zones 6 to I1.

83] Cchondropetalum elephantinum Popular in
Galifornia gardens, this member of the res-
{6 family forms a 5-foot-tall clump of reedy
gaves and interesting chocolate-brown
Howers and seedheads. Called large cape
fush for its nativity to the Cape region of
Bouth Africa, it is drought-tolerant. Makes
jgreat texture plant. Hardy to Zone 9.

'} ] Corynephorus canescens ‘Spiky Blue’
like a big blue-green Koosh ball, silver
ftass forms a 1o-inch-tall dome of delicate
peedlelike leaves. This refined texture be-
fes its toughness—as a native of coastal
funes, it can endure dry, windy, acidic con-
fitions with ease. A good blue-green grass
Jor the rock garden. Hardy to Zone 7.

] Isolepis cernua Like green threads the
fainty leaves of fiber optic grass form a 6-

antique shades

to 8-inch-tall mound, with a
tiny straw-colored flower at the oy
tip of each blade. Needs lots of &
moisture, Use as an annualin a !
container, at the edge of the wa- {
ter garden or in a terrarium.
[36] Phyllostachys vivax f. aureocaulis Only
available for top prices at plant auctions
a few years ago, the golden Chinese tim-
ber bamboo has now finally reached the
general trade. With much better manners
than most hardy bamboos, this cultivar
forms a clump of golden canes striped
with green. Quick to mature, canes can
reach an impressive 5 inches across and
over 30 feet tall'Hardy to Zone s.
[37] Setaria palmifolia ‘Rubra Variegata'
Pleated emerald-green blades SN
with crisp white edges emerge
from dark rose sheaths on short
knotty bronze stems of the var-
iegated palm grass. Bottlebrush
flowers appear in fall, but the
foliage is the big show. Hardy in
Zones 8 to 10 but makes a strik-
ing and unexpected addition to
container combos elsewhere.

SHRUBS

[38] CorylusavellanaRed Majestic® Anew ver-
sion of Harry Lauder’s walking stick with
the best of everything—twisted stems of
contorted filbert and the burgundy foliage

fot colors are still hot,

Ut with all the scream-

e intensity out there, it's
to give your eyes a
Jreak with shades that are
Soft yet more vibrant than
tels. They “play well

With others,” coordinating
With and complementing a
ide variety of foliage and
flowers, Modern but with
an old-fashioned appeal.
[39] Calibrachoa Earthy
tones on small, petunia-
like flowers—rosy central
rs with vanilla edges on
Callie™ Rose Star; delicate

-

purple veining over a yel-
low background on Callie™
Purple Sunrise (shown).
Both from Fischer USA.
[40] Phlox ‘Sherbet Cocktail’
Rounded heads of flowers
look more like miniature
hydrangeas than summer
phlax. Opening from yellow
buds, petals are pink or
white, tipped with pale yel-
low, (The first phlox to ever
show yellow in its flowers.)
[41] Nemesia Sachet” Berries
and Cream Clouds of dainty
flowers blend blueberry
purple and white.

[42] Verbascum Several
mulleins offer an allur-
ing antique look. ‘Plum
Smokey’ is smoky purple;
‘Caribbean Crush' has
ruffled petals of mango.
pale pink and burnt orange;
‘lackie' is peachy pink with
beige overtones.

[43] Iris A number of
bearded irises combine lUsh,
frilly petals with sophisti- 8
cated, subdued colors. £
‘Lip Service', ‘Artistic
Blend' and ‘Chasing
Rainbows' are three
lovely options.
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he hot trend of ornamen-
tal edibles includes more
than patio tomatoes. Dwarf
LIt trees offer handsome
follage and fragrant flowers
I addition to their table-
worthy benefits. Grow them
npots indoors or on the
patio, or outdoors in small-
Bpace gardens in warmer
gones, and enjoy the fruits
of your labors—literally.

[44] citrus Lots of choices,
slch as ‘Nagami’ kumquat,
liashington’ navel orange
anc Meyer Improved' lemon.
Eureka’ lemon (shown) has

and catkins of purple hazel. Truly a four-sea-
son plant. And low maintenance to boot.
149] Cupressus sempervirens Tiny Tower Per-
fect little evergreen for a container or a ver-
flical accent in the garden. This blue-green,
Sslow-growing Italian cypress (8 feet tall and
2 feet wide in a decade) from Monrovia needs
o pruning to maintain its columnar form,
though it can easily be shaped into topiary.
[50] Fatsia japonica ‘Spider's Web' Big fan-
shaped leaves are dramatically flecked and
splashed with white on this tropical-look-
ing shrub from Japan. Clusters of white
flowers bloom in fall, followed by grape-
purple berries, Hardy in Zones 7 to 10.

l[51] Hydrangea macrophylla Like 1950S par-
lty dresses, the high fashion collection of
fHalo™ hydrangeas from Hines Horticulture
thas frilly flowers edged in white. Compact
tenough at 3 feet for containers. (Halo™ An
ole Song shown.) The Cityline™ series, de-
Weloped in Germany and part of the Proven
[ Winners' ColorChoice® has
sturdy stems and intense colors. Selections
linclude Berlin, Paris, Venice and Vienna.
I52] Kolkwitzia amabilis Dream Catcher™ Old-
fashioned beautybush is known for having
an abundant spring flower display then
lquictly disappearing into the landscape.
Not so with this new version. Golden foli-
lage tipped with bronze glows all season
Hlong, with an extra punch of color in the
Hall. Soft pink flowers bloom in spring.

collection,

fruitful endeavor

variegated leaves and fruit.
[45] Ficus carica Semi-
dwarf '‘Black Jack' fig can
be pruned to maintain a
6-foot height. Summer
brings sweet purple fruit.
The dwarf ‘Petite Negra'
reaches only 6 feet by 3
feet, perfect for containers.
[46] Persea americana'Don
Gillogly' A dwarf avocado
that can be grown on thes
patio and brought indoors
to enjoy during winter.
[47] Musa acuminata 'Dwarf
cavendish’ This banana
grows only 6 to 8 feet tall

(10 feet outdoors
in hot zones like south Flori-
da), but produces nearly
full-size fruit. Will bear up
to 90 bananas per season
ance the plant is mature.
[48] Olea europaea ‘Arbequi-
na’ An olive tree that can be
grown in a large container,
or in the garden in Zones 8
to11. Reaches 8 to 10 feet
tall in five years. Fragrant,
creamy white flowers in
spring are followed in sum-
mer by masses of olives,
green at first then

turning glossy black.

[53] Lagerstroemia Cherry Dazzle® Part
of the Razzle Dazzle® series devel-
oped by Michael Dirr and introduced
in 2006 by McCorkle Nurseries. Bur-
gundy buds open to clusters of small =
cherry-red flowers from summer into
fall. Other flower colors in the series &8
are white and shades of pink. Maxes |
out at 3 to 5 feet high and wide.
[54]
terns® This Himalayan honeysuckle ¢
packs a lot into a growing season— '
chartreuse foliage with amber new
growth, white flower clusters backed
by beet-red bracts in summer, purple
berries in fall. Hardy to Zone 6.

[55] Loropetalum chinensis Three new
loropetalums offer rich purple foliage on
dense plants. From PDSI come Purple Dia-
mond™ (shown), a rounded shrub to 5 feet,
and dwarfspreading Purple Pixie™, 1 to 2 feet
tall and 4 to 5 feet wide. From the Garden-
er's Confidence Collection, the Glowing
Horizons™ series includes Little Rose
Dawn™ with dainty pink blooms.
[56] Rhododendron
Roosevelt' Practically an
antique but coming back

in vogue. Developed in

Holland in the 19205 and
named for Teddy Roosevelt,
this rhodie is famous for its
variegated foliage, with a

Leycesteria formosa Golden Lan- i

‘President
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bright gold streak along the mid-
rib. The show intensifies in spring
" as trusses of large flowers open red
then become white in the centers.
[57] Rosa Burgundy Iceberg” and Topsy
Turvy” Two new floribundas from
85 Weeks Roses have a lively two-tone
effect. Burgundy Iceberg™ has all
the garden-worthy qualities of its
ancestors ‘Brilliant Pink Iceberg’
and ‘Iceberg’ but with burgundy
petals and a cream-colored reverse.
B Topsy Turvy™ has white buds that
swirl open into a pinwheel of pet-
als, scarlet on top, white beneath.
[5B] RosaStrike It Rich", Rainbow Knock
< out”, Moondance” The AARS (All-
America Rose Selections) brings us three
2007 winners. The grandiflora Strike It
Rich™ from Weeks Roses has gold petals pol-
ished with rosy pink and a spicy fragrance.
Rainbow Knock Out® (shown) from Conard-
Pyle has the long bloom period and disease
resistance of its popular predecessor Knock
Out® but with coral pink flowers. Moon-
dance”, a floribunda from Jackson & Per-
kins, has clusters of creamy white blooms; a
larger-flowered offspring of ‘Iceberg”.

TREES

[59)] Abies koreana‘Horstmann's Silber-
locke' Striking fir tree with needles
recurved strongly upward to reveal

dr. seuss style

their lighter undersides, giving the planta
silvery look and interesting texture. Slow
growing, eventually reaching about 20 feet.
[60] Acer circinatum 'Pacific Fire’ Cultivar of
the small Northwest native vine maple with
bright coral-red bark and large leaves, chars
treuse blushed with rose. Yellow-orange fall
color is spectacular with the red twigs. &
beautiful winter accent also. Zones 4 to 8.

[61] Acer palmatum ‘Ariadne’ A recent [apas
nese maple introduction from Holland,
Deeply cut, toothed leaves emerge in goRs
geous shades of bronzy pink with dars
green veins, changing to purple-green
with dark red veins in summer, burnished!
orange in the fall. Hardy in Zones 5 to 9.
[62] Cornus angustata Empress of China™ Alll
evergreen dogwood covered with branch?
bending masses of starry white flower§
in early summer, set against handsom&
dark green foliage. Flowers are followe
in late summer by globular red fruits. Bes
gins blooming at a young age. Smaller tha
many dogwood trees at 10 to 12 feet.
[63] Cotinus coggygria 'Young Lady’ Exciting
new smoke-tree from Holland introducedif
the United States by Spring Meadow Nurs
ery with a cloud of blooms from summert8
fall, producing a poodle-ball of fluffy pink
flowers at the end of every branch, even ot
young plants. Fall color is a bright blend of
orange, yellow and red. Grows 4 to 6 feet tall
and can be kept small with pruning.

Swaths of starry

dainty pink phlox,

a row of perfectly
canical evergreens. Blah,
blah, blah. Try something
unconventionall Funky,
freaky plants are in. They
bring textural variety, cre-
ate focal points and break
up the monotony of the
expected—and sometimes
even add a little humor.
[64] Spilanthes oleracea
“Eyeballs” of tiny yellow
and maroon flowers. Other
curious “petal-less” flowers

daisies, clouds of

include Helenium ‘Autumn
Lollipop’ and Rudbeckia oc-
cidentalis ‘Green Wizard',
[65] Echinacea purpurea
‘Doppelganger’ (‘Doubledecker’)
This party-girl purple
coneflower is decked out in
a flared skirt of pink petals
and a matching hat of flow-
ers sprouting from the top.
[66] Juncus effusus f. spiralis
Like a bad hair day, cork-
screw rushes form a crazy
“do” of spiraling guill-like
stems, ‘Blonde Ambition’
and Frenzy' are wildly
striped gold and green.

[87] Amaranthus caudatus
‘Dreadlocks’ Beauty, drama -
and quirkiness. Long ma-
roon “locks” drape down
2 to 3 feet on this new
version of old-fashioned
love-lies-bleeding.

[68] Solanum quitoense
A wicked-looking member:
of the nightshade family

ening it’s irresistible. Huges
leaves with purple veins
sport purple thorns aboves
and below. Surprising and!
edible orange fruits taste
pineapple and lermon.



Silver has been an indis-
pensable foliage color for
years and now gold is fast
7 catching up in pop-
ularity. Shining like
a bearn of sunshine
amidst darker-
leaved plants,
golden foliage
brings color to the
y garden even with-
out blooms. And it
serves as a brilliant
£ foil for both pastel
and hot-hued flowers, and
other foliage colors like
blue and burgundy.

glint of gold

[69] Carex siderosticha
‘Lemaon Zest'is a slowly
spreading, wide-leaved
sedge that holds its bright
color all summer. '‘Banana
Boat’ (shown) is yellow with
thin green edges.

[70] Dicentra spectabilis 'Gold
Heart' A spectacular com-
bination of colors—gold
foliage on 3-foot arching
stems and rows of pendant
hot pink flowers.

[71] Hydrangea H. mac-
rophylla Lemon Daddy”
frorn Novalis has golden

to chartreuse leaves that
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are beautiful all season. H.
quercifolia Little Honey' is a;
gold-leaved, shorter version:
of oak-leaf hydrangea.
[72] Acanthus mollis ‘Hol-
lard's Gold' A handsome form
of bear's breeches, with
glossy new foliage bur-
nished gold. Architectural
spikes of white flowers
hooded by purple bracts
are an attractive bonus.
[73] Spiraea Golden Sun-
rise™ Bright yellow foliage
matures to yellow-green

in summer, coppery goldin
fall. Frothy pink flowers.

[74] Parrotia persica Persian ironwood is
a much-underused tree closely related to
witch hazel, with crimson flowers in late
winter, beechlike leaves and patchwork
bark. Dramatic forms include the weeping
‘Pendula’ and columnar “Vanessa’ ‘Select’
has purple leaf margins; ‘Persian Lace’ is
variegated with creamy green.

[75] Prunus cerasifera Crimson Point”
The first columnar, purple-leaf
plum on the market—the perfect
plant to bring height and color to
f 2 small-space garden. Emerging
bronze and turning to dark burgun-
dy, the foliage creates a dramatic
| backdrop for the white spring flow-
ers. A Monrovia introduction.

[76] Rhamnus Fine Line” A columnar buck-
thorn with delicate ferny leaves. At only 6
feet tall and 2 feet wide, this tough, versatile
small tree has many uses—narrow hedge,
accent plant, container specimen. Or use
two of them to frame an entry. Non-invasive,
unlike others in the genus, producing few
(and sterile) seeds. Hardy in Zones 3 to 7.
[77] Taxodium distichum 'Cascade Falls’ This
graceful weeping bald cypress creates a
waterfall of delicate needle foliage, bright
green in spring changing to peachy or-
ange in fall. Train onto a stake to the de-
sired height and let it drape to the ground.
A showpiece at the water’s edge, though it
doesn’t require a wet location to thrive.

TROPICALS |

[78] Anthurium ‘Anouk’ As close to purple as
an anthurium can be. The purplish pink
spathe backs a violet spadix. Dark green
leaves have a tidy, clumping habit.

[79] Anigozanthos Kanga™ Red-Green Omne of
the latest additions to the Kanga™ series
of kangaroo paws from Bodger Botanicals.
Unusual tubular pine-green flowers top
bright red, architectural stems, 1 to 2 feet
tall, over green straplike foliage.

[80] Begonia ‘Cathedral’ Like a Tiffany glass
creation, ruffled, cupped foliage of maroon
and green is punctuated with lighter green
translucent “windows.” Spectacular in
a hanging basket to better see the play of
light through the leaves. Ivory-pink flows
ers are held well above the foliage.

[B1] Callisia elegans Called striped in¢
plant, this Mexico native has neat silvery
tan stripes on slate-green leaves, purple uns
dersides and fat, mat-forming stems.

[82] Dioscorea discolor An elegant tropic
vine from South America, with leaves lik
a stained-glass window—deep green mac
bled with silver and violet-purple undeg
sides. Winter brings a dormant period fo
the underground tuber of this ornament
yam, which will resprout in spring.

[83] Microsorum punctatum ‘Green Flame' F10
Oglesby comes this handsome fern wit
broad, upright leaves, crested and toothe
at the tips like tongues of flame.




[84] Musa ‘Little Prince’ A banana tree as
4 bonsai? Why not, with this cute little
‘dwarf banana that maxes out at 1'% to 2 feet
‘tall. Can be kept in a container indefinitely.
\Green leaves are flecked with red. (No, it
\doesn't produce teeny-tiny bananas.)

i[85] Nephrolepis exaltata Rita's Gold™ A gold to
‘chartreuse Boston fern that holds its vivid
‘color, From Randolph’s Greenhouses near
Jackson, Tennessee, Brings a bright, frilly ad-
\dition to mixed containers in the shade.
[[86] Oxalis 'Silver & Gold’ Small compact
Mhouseplant with lush silver and green fo-
Hliage. A flush of dainty yellow flowers ap-
fpears magically every two to three weeks.
\Can be used as a groundcover outside in
‘Zone g and warmer. Non-invasive—really.
[87] strelitzia juncea Unlike the familiar
bird-of-paradise (S. regina¢), this uncom-
mon species from South Africa has reedlike
gaves 4 to 6 feet tall. Dramatic orange and
purple flowers look like bird heads with
fancy crests. Hardy to about 20 degrees F.
[88] Syngonium Barbie would love these
plants. ‘Neon Robusta is the latest improve-
ment on the pink-leaved ‘Neon’ ‘Confetti
isspeckled and splotched in a lively mix of
pink, green and cream. From Agristarts.
{89] Tibouchina grandifolia Large downy
leaves have a silvery shimmer on this tall
princess flower. Foot-long sprays of bright
purple blooms appear from summer to fall.
Use as an annual in colder zones for a tropi-
cal look in the border or a large container.

BULBS, ETC.

[90] Arisaema triphyllum 'Black Jack’ Everyone
loves the native jack-in-the-pulpit with its
quirky hooded flower. This dramatic new
tultivar has black foliage with green veins
and a black spathe striped with white.

.91] Colocasia esculenta 'Coffee Cups' Large
black-tinted, olive-green leaves, 4 to 5 feet
lall, with purple stems and veins, are up-
right and cupped, collecting rainwater un-
til they're full, then spilling the water and
tefilling, like a Japanese deer chaser.

[82] Iris 'Sea Power' From {iber
iris hybridizer Keith Keppel
comes the 2006 winner of the
Dykes Memorial Medal. A tall
bearded with cornflower blue
petals, ultra frilly and fragrant.
[93] Litium Speckled Asiatic hybrids are hot
in the lily world, with a dash of darker color
in the center like sprinkles on ice cream.
‘Dot Com’ is pink with maroon markings;
‘Pup Art’ is red with darker speckles; ‘Sun-
crest’ is creamy yellow with maroon; ‘Ken-
tucky’ is cantaloupe orange with burgundy.
[94] Lilium nepalense A stu nning hly SPECiES.
Recurved petals are soft chartreuse with a
large wine-red center. Sweetly scented.
[95] Muscariarmeniacum 'Valerie Finnis' Dainty,
powder-blue grape hyacinth,
with flower clusters 6 to 8 inch-
es tall, that adds a soft, sweet
note to the spring garden.

(986 ] Narcissus 'Ambergate’ Large
daffodil with unusual amber
coloring, the red cup melding Ly
into bronzy orange petals.
[97] Nectaroscordum siculum Un-
common allium relative called
honey lily. Plum-tinged, green- |
ish white florets dangle from .
2- to 3-foot stalks. Their height makes them
a perfect spring companion for low, mound-
ing plants like geraniums and heucheras.
[88] Tulipa ‘Gavota’ Elegant combination of
deep brownish maroon and soft yellow.

[99] Tulipa‘Zurel’ Reminiscent of bulbs that
inspired Tulipmania, with dramatic merlot-
purple flames against a white background.
One of the newest Triumph tulips, with a

classic shape and sturdy stem. A modern 8
version of Rembrandt tulips, though the §

coloring is genetic rather than viral.

[100] Zephyranthes ‘Krakataw’ A mass of 2-
inch-wide, reddish orange, trumpet-shaped
flowers begins blooming in July. Multiplies
to form a thick clump by season’s end. Har-
dy in Zones 7b to 10. A new rain lily intro-
duction brought to us by Plant Delights.

A grape hyacinth of the palest blue,
speckled Asiatic lilies, a bronze daffodil,
hot-purple tropical flowers fit for a princess,
1 a banana tree small enough for bonsai

the way hot ]_OO




