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» Additional nearly no-care getaway
planting plan

* Complete bird-attracting back yard
planting plan

CORRECTION: In issue 94's 9 Bugs to Stop Now!,
we incorrectly identified a photo of katydid eggs
as scale, Here's what scale really looks like.
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PHOTOS; © Marilynn McAra (Himalayan primrose); Doug Appleby (Asiatic primrose)

Yes, you can grow these
charming spring perennials!

Our 3 top picks.

bBlasy Primroses

Botanical

Names

Crocus Muscari
armenigcum
Daffodil
Narcissus spp.
Hyacinth
myacininus spp.
Primrose
Primula spp.
Squill
Scilfa siberica

Tulip Tulipa spp

verybody has tulips, crocus or daffodils bloom-

ing in spring, maybe even hyacinth or squill. Not

everyone grows primroses — but they should!
Primroses are super cold-hardy and pest- and disease-
resistant. And they have colorful, charming flowers for
up to three weeks! With a range of bloom times, you
can have flowers from the time temperatures warm in
spring until summer flowers are ready to pop.

If you've had disappointing results with primroses
in the past, don’t give up. Some are tricky to grow.
But I'll show you three of the most easy-going types
and how to grow them at righ. Then I'll give you a
plan in “Pretty primroses” below.

GROWING TIPS Where summers get hot and
humid, plant your primroses under deciduous trees.
There they’'ll get the sun they need to flower in spring.

And when the trees leaf out in summer, they’ll be
protected from the worst of the heat. Use a couple
inches of organic mulch to help keep soil moisture
even — letting it dry out is hard on the plants. Even
so, don’t be surprised if your plants disappear in the
heat of summer. It’s not unusual for primroses to go
dormant and return again in spring. Winter snow
cover is often unreliable so provide some protection.
Use straw or evergreen boughs rather than leaves,
which can mat down and smother plants.

Give primroses a shady, moist place to grow and
you'll find they even spread. One small plant can
turn into a dozen in a few years. So you see, prim-
roses aren’t that hard to grow. You just need the
right type and a few helpful hints. o

—Sherri Ribbey

PRETTY PRIMROSES

Get your garden going early with this plan. Any of the primroses I'm
showing you at right will work in this situation.

These plants are near a concrete sidewalk, which radiates heat,
so keep an eye on the sail. Depending on the weather, it may dry
out quickly, and you'll need to water often. A 2- to 3-in. layer of
mulch will help conserve moisture,

When the primroses are done blooming, the foliage stretches
and looks a little gangly — kind of like bulb foliage. But fortunately,
the other plants in this plan can help. Broad hosta leaves and
variegated heart-shaped brunnera foliage will draw attention
and cover the fading primroses.

That's not the end of this garden bed. Late summer highlights
ligularia and astilbe flowers so your season goes out with a bang.

THE GARDEN’S PALETTE

Grow primroses near plants.
that will grow large enough to
cover the fading foliage in summer.
These 12 primroses will hide beneath

Plain green yew
M foliage is a great
AEETT s & backdrop for
y colorful flowers and

variegated foliage.

hostas and brunnera.
No.to Height/ Cold/Heat
Code Plant Name Plant Type Blooms Width Zones
A Ostrich fern Matteuccia struthiopteris 3 Perennial NA 36-60in./18-24in. 3771
B Ligularia Ligularia ‘Britt Marie Crawford’ 1 Perennial Yellow 3-4ft./2-3ft, 3-9/941
C  Astilbe Astilbe ‘August Light (‘Augustleuchten’) 1 Perennial Red 24-28in./15-24in. 4-9/9-1
D  Hosta Hosta Halcyon' 4 Perennial Lilac 18-24in./30-361n. 3-9/9-1
E  Brunnera Brunnera macrophylla'Looking Glass’ 2 Perennial Blue 12-18in./12-18in. 4-9/9-1
F  0Old-fashioned bleeding heart Lamprocapnos spectabilis 1 Perennial Pink and white 24-36in./18-30in. 3-8/81
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9 easy plants + a couple hours a year = a gorgeous garden

.. Nearly
“No-Care

Getaway

ave you ever seen a garden that just took your
breath away? Have you wondered how much

work it took to keep it looking that way?
This pretty corner planting is beautiful to behold.
But, beyond that, it has easy-care features and plants
that make it a snap to take care of. In fact, once this
garden is planted, everything you need to do all year
takes only a couple hours —and you could get by with  little deadheading if you like. None of the shrubs

even less. Here’s what makes it so effortless:

EASYFLOORING See the landing with interlocking
stones at right? This type of surface provides a solid
foundation without a lot of maintenance — no need
to interplant, and no weeds to pull!

NEARLY NO-CARE PLANTS The plants, too, are
beautiful and simple to grow. Once established,
they're very undemanding. (I've broken down the
tasks in the checklist at right.) The perennials don’t
need any special attention to look good except a

needs regular pruning, though where it’s hardy, you
might cut back the fatsia in spring if it gets too large.
And the two trees bring vear-round interest, with no
maintenance needed (except a little fall leaf raking).
Want a nearly no-care garden with more flowers?
Go to our Web extra for another plan.

Even the busiest person can fit in an hour of tidying
up a year. And if you're a meticulous gardener, even
a couple hours still isn’t bad — especially for such a
gorgeous garden! 0

— Deborab Gruca

THE GARDEN’S PALETTE

No.to Height/  Cold/Heat
Code PlantName Plant Type Blooms Width Zones Comments
A Japanese maple 1 Smalltree NA 4-5ft./ 5-8/8-1  Bright-red foliage in spring, turns deep red in fall;
Acer palmatum 'Shaina’ 3-4ft. full sun to part shade
B  BrunneraBrunneramacrophylla 13 Perennial Light blue; 12-18in./ 3-7/71 Silver foliage with green veins; prefers consistent
“Jack Frost’ spring 18-24in. moisture; spreads slowly
C  Carex Carex'lce Dance’ 28 Perennial Pink; summer 1ft./1-2ft. 5-9/9-1 Dark green foliage with white edges
Dwarf sweet box Sarcococca 4 Shrub White; 12t/ 6-9/9-1  Evergreen ground cover with deep green foliage;
hookeriana humilis spring spreading blue-black berries follow flowers; spreads slowly
E  Lace-cap hydrangea 2 Shrub Pink tored; 3-4ft./ 5-9/9-1 Blooms and grows best in moist soil in part shade;
Hydrangea serrata ‘Beni-Gaku’ summer 3-4ft. give regular moisture the first season as it establishes
F  Japanese stewartia 1 Small tree White; 20-40ft./ 5-8/8-1  Orange or red foliage in autumn; interesting bark;

midsummer 25-30ft. in hot climates, does best with afternoon shade

Stewartia pseudocamellia

G Hosta Hosta ‘Blue Angel' 3 Perennial Lavender;summer 30in./36-48in.  3-9/9-1  Giant, heart-shaped, blue-gray foliage; slow growing

H  Sweetbox 7 Shrub Fragrant white; 3-6ft/ 6-9/9-1 Evergreen; winter flowers followed by black berries; 'ff
Sarcococca confusa winter 2-3ft. drought- and shade-tolerant

I Fatsia Fatsia japonica 1 Shrub Brown; spring 6-12ft./6-12ft.  8-10/10-8  Large, evergreen, glossy blue-green leaves
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from the ,

drawing board

bird-attracting deck planting

Want to attract birds even in a small

planting? Here’s a plan designed to go
around an intimate deck — though you can
easily adapt it to any sunny outdoor space.

Farther out in this back vard on page 38,
the Colorado spruce and the arborvitaes
provide safe shelter even in the dead of
winter. The plants in the design around this
deck focus on offering lots of food to birds
and burterflies. Shrubs and perennials make
up most of it, with some annuals thrown in
for extra color.

NEED SEEDS? This plan includes a few
fruit-bearing shrubs. Spreading yew pro-
vides a green backdrop through the winter
and red summer fruit. And rock cotoneaster
flowers in early summer and produces
fruit in late summer to fall. But this border
concentrates on seed-bearing plants to mini-

mize the mess on the deck. Threadleaf core-
opsis, purple coneflower and ornamental
millet add plenty of seeds to those offered

in the birdfeeders. Hungry birds will eat the
ripening seeds of bachelor’s button, too. The
seeds of this pretty blue annual are easy to
sow outdoors in spring and the plants will
self-seed around the garden.

DON'T FORGET THE HUMMERS Humming-
birds have plenty to feed on here as well.
The flowers of the lilacs out in the yard
will give these tiny winged wonders lots of
nectar to eat in spring. And later, the red
flowers of bee balm and two kinds of coral
bells will keep them busy closer to the deck.
This planting also has lots to offer butterflies
all season. Even in fall, asters and goldenrod
will give them a lavish buffet. o

— Deborab Gruca
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Attract a wide variety of birds by
using a combination of a tube
feeder, a hopper and a suet feeder.
[Place yarn, hair or shredded
paper in an empty suet feeder for
nesting material.)

THE GARDEN'S PALETTE

No.to Height/ Cold/Heat
Code PlantName Plant  Type Blooms Width Zones Comments
A Beebalm 5 Perennial Red; 3-4ft/ 4-9/9-1 Erect stems; attracts hummingbirds; mildew-resistant;
: Monarda ‘Jacob Cline’ early summer 2-3ft. divide every three to four years in spring or fall
| B Threadleaf coreopsis Coreopsis 9 Perennial Pale yellow; 18-24in/  3-9/9-1  Shear plant back by half in midsummer to encourage a
verticillata 'Moonbeam' early to midsummer  18-24in. smaller late-season rebloom
C  Ornamental millet Pennisetum 10 Tender Purple; 48-60in./  9-11/12-1  Striking dark purple stems and wide leaves; flower spikes
glaucum 'Purple Majesty’ perennial  earlytolate summer  9-12in, have purple-brown seeds that birds like
D  Goldenrod Solidago 8 Perennial Yellow; 18-24in/  5-9/9-1 Long bloom period; attractive to bees and butterflies;
‘Crown of Rays’ midsummertofall ~ 12-18in. divide every three to four years
E  AsterAster 7 Perennial Blue; 12-15in./  4-8/8-1 Mildew- and rust-resistant; compact habit needs no
‘Wood's Light Blue' late summertofall  12-15in. staking; attracts butterflies
F  Purple coneflower Echinacea 10 Perennial White; 24-36in/  3-9/91 Drought-tolerant; leave ornamental seed heads for birds
purpurea ‘White Swan' summer 18-24in. to feed on; divide every three to four years
G  Coralbells 2 Perennial Light pink; 9-18in/  4-9/9-1  Leavesemerge gray-red in spring and age to caramel;
| Heuchera ‘Caramel’ summer 12-24in. mulch after ground freezes to prevent root heaving
I H  Coralbells 2 Perennial White; 12-18in/  4-9/9-1  White spring flowers attract hummingbirds; dark purple,
Heuchera ‘Purple Petticoats’ early summer 18-24in. frilly edged leaves have best color with afternoon shade
1 Rock cotoneaster 1 Shrub Pale pink; 12-30in/  4-7/71 Small, pale pink flowers in early summer, red berries in
Cotoneaster horizontalis early summer 4-7ft. late summer to fall; red-purple fall foliage; slow growing
J  Bachelor's button 13 Annual Blue; 24-30in/  NA/12-1  Drought-tolerant; good cut or dried flowers; will self-seed
@. Centaurea cyanus ‘Blue Boy' summer to frost 9-12in.
K  Spreading yew 1 Shrub NA 3-4ft/ 4-7/71 ‘Densiformis’ is a female cultivar that produces red, fleshy
Taxus xmedia 'Densiformis’ 4-6ft. fruit; spray with anti-desiccant to prevent winter burn
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