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Positioning Native Plants

Are your customers asking for native plants or, at least, exploring new ways to garden? Native plants may be for them.

im Kane was always the kind of per-

son who doubted consumers would

ever express enough intert 1in na-
tive plants 1o warrant the ¢r ation ot «
native plants program. A colleague of his
at Pride’s Corner et diffevently.

“We havi a person on stall heve whi is

really into natives.™ says Kane, th salc
marketing and inventory ninager at -

Pride’s Corner, 2 wholesile
greenhouse operation in
Lebanon, Conn. “Tte kepl
telling us we needed 1o

put togethier a natives
program. Ten years ago.

1 told him theres no

chance on Gods green

earth we're ever going

to put a program together

like that. Only ) percent of the
population cares about natives and a

Finding American Beauties

Which growers are currently producing American Beauties natives?

Here’s a list

o Prides Corner farms (Lebanon, Conn.)
& Midwest Groundeovers (St. Charles, II1.)

s Nashville Natives {Fairview, Tenn.)

* Spring Mecdow Nursery {Grand Hoven, Mich.)

¢ North Creek Nurseries (Landenberg, Po.)

Additionally, starfing next spring, Fisher Farms {Gaston, Ore.) and Willoway
Nursery {Avondale, Ohio) will be licensed growers for the American Beauties
program. And more licensed growers are likely on the way.

A portion of each American Beauties sale goes 1o the National Wildlife
Federation (NWF). To date, the program has roised about $110,000 for NWF.
Learn more about American Beauties online at ABNativePlants.com.

progoram will never sell.”
Ye(, 10 years sine lane
expressed doubt about a
native plants program,
Prides Corner is in its
fourth year as a licensed
prowvey oy the American
Beanties program for
native plants So what
changed in 1l - years between
Kunes donbst about a program
and his sincere beliet in one?

“You could feel natives coming on,”
Kune says. “You could leel consumers
wanling 1o do the right thing in their
vards, wanting to move away [rom the
non-sustainable.™

Lo Taunch a program, Kane connected
with Steve Castorani, co-founder of North
Creek Nurseries, 4 propagation nursery
in Landenbe , Pa. Castorani had been
nromoting e ronmental landscaping
and native pla ts for 20-plus years, but
he, Jike kane ound nadves [ived up only
ather than the
gardening public s a who! .

Siil), as Lime passed, ¢ astorani found
more constimers at his retail garden cen-

a few diehard consumc;



ter asking for native plants.

“People would come in and say 1hey
had a wet spot in their yard and wanted
a solution, or they're gardening under
Maple trees and wanted 1o put grass in,"
Castorani says. “You're at a dead end [as
a ratailer], berause if somesne walks into
your gurden center and ask it burgers
My planis or plant g anract birds, iey
may et the wrong peysas as they walk
intes the stor

A proveam dike Anerican Beautics
hely 1w up consumer confission ahom
which . mts ave natives and which aren’t.
Plus, sclling plants as natives  particu-
larly a< purt of a pra i like American
Beauti. . adds valu 1o plints consomers
alveady putchase or in which they may
have future intevest.

“An echinucea is an cchinacea, ves,
and you can sell it in a non-native ca-
pacity,” Castorani saya. "Or, vou can say
its a good butterfly plam, the hees love

itand it's enod for nawure.

“We've heen s dling native plants for
years without even proniotnn 11 en as na-
tive plants. Now, it we canmak nsum-
ervs awane thevre actaally esadenine with
native plants, we can slowly o the 1 e

-0 or Question

A small numb o consian s will

hower  orever deb e the delinit m

of anativ plant. Was the plant native 1o
the U nited States when the Braope s
iy _d A00-plus vears ago, some native
plant enthusiisic ask. or has the plant
un e altevtions i a lab? The
q oons are legitimate and those who
Aoeed wative planis adbse ammaly bave
diffevent answers
I Lever lonk ar the [USDA zonal)
chints. nonotice there are overlapping
dve . ws Dan Her s, president of
Terra Novi Vi Inthese o

you have two dilferent species that will
naturally interbreed, and you will find
hybrid populations. What pcople notice
about these crossover populations is
the plants tend to be larger, more vigor-
ous and more floriferous. You're basi-
cally blending genetic material, and the
plants are hever plants.”

1 chivaceas are the classic example, A
speaies like ohinaeed paradoxa. Heims
says, s the souree of the yellow lower-
ing cchimacea vavieties. But in nature,
the plan doe<nt flower Tor two or shree
years from s .

“Initially,
1o have 11 ohina ~al paradoxy 1o have

me carly hybrids all have
this color,” Heim  ays, "The hybrids
willzcmally binom the fivst year. The
problemis by put much energy
into the lirst , o< flow s that they Ll
1 build o de nvoet o em.”

Terra Nowa, therefore, vakes the best
aspects of the diflevent specics and

e

combines them to make plants more
capable of handling stresses.

“There are varielies and species we
hybridize that gain characteristios of both
parents.” Heims says, "One mi - barn o
acrisp in the sun and the other oy take
il sun. This is how we define what's re-
ally ontstanding in natives.”

Castorani falls back on a dilferent
defimition ol natives for the American
Beantics pro ram. American Beauties
defers to he  ational Wildlile Feder tion
(NWL ), which considers maturally oceur-
ring cultivays the re natives. NWl: in
fact, worked closely with the Amervican
Beanties lovnders to develap eriteria
for plant selection,

"W chose 1o bring in anbrivars of
natives. ot hybrids” Castorani says.
“Sone attribute that as a little more
gavden worthy \We really need to bring

biodiver vl ko our hving spaces

in the suburban
landscape.”

Biodiversin
with natives is the
bottom line, and a
native’s definition
really shouldnt
matter if hindiversity
is heing promoted.
e key, Castorani siays,
is to promote native plants |
i a way than docsn conluse
CONSINNCIS.

1 don’t think it ¢oes a disservice
L promote them dis exently than we”
Casterant ays, s justyeally imporiant,
Wrmy 1 ied o con ctwae the consuni-
cv 1
it 1M they ger it we give them the ab iy

P where they can undest d

to learnanore dont it Pipowerine {gar-
denersy with a vesonree is important.”
Ticims agrees and sees litona) ways

{0 Pramole NAHves as <olutions to envi-

ronmental challenges.

“1 do some public speaking and  »a
talk on how dry Tam ™ Fleims says 1
star by explaining whas< oping on with
the climate right now. s <eavy 1o see
some of these forecasts ad what's soing
on. We have a sittaiion wheve people
need to rely on natives becaus they ae
Nt geing witler in certain arcis. 1 ook al
California: You need o Ll back on plants

that arc native or incredibly adimied. s

- More Terra Nova

Check out additional Terra
Nova Nurseries native plants
images in an exclusive slideshow
ot TodaysGardenCenter.com.
Visit TerraNovaNurseries.com
for more information.
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